
Philip & Erin Ulrich



Copyright ©2016 Philip & Erin Ulrich.

Character illustrations: Copyright ©2016 Annie Barnett, Be Small Studios.

All rights reserved. Any unauthorized reprint or use of this material is prohibited. No part 

of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or 

mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or by any information storage and retrieval 

system without express written permission from the author/publisher. Permission is given to 

the original purchaser to photocopy materials in this book for use within their immediate 

family only. 

Published by Here We Go Productions, LLC.

ISBN-10:0-9893852-6-4

ISBN-13:978-0-9893852-6-8

Design and layout by Phil & Erin Ulrich, Design by Insight,

www.designbyinsight.net.

Character illustrations by Annie Barnett, Be Small Studios,

www.besmallstudios.com.



1 - An Early Morning 1

2 - The Cottage 5

3 - Haven 9

4 - Family 13

5 - Guests 17

6 - Surprises 23

7 - At the Lookout 27

8 - Glider Leap 31

9 - The Honey Well 35

10 - Onward & Downward 39

11 - In the Trees 43

12 - The Stranger 47

13 - Hammocks 51

14 - The Way Down 55

15 - Zip Lines 59

16 - An Unexpected Swim 63

17 - Towerwood 67

18 - Meegwin 71

19 - Questions & Answers 75

20 - Where C.J. Went 79

21 - The Council of Monkeys 83

22 - Chippy's Plan 87

23 - Preparations 91



24 - In the Library 95

25 - The Feast & Farewell 99

26 - The River 103

27 - Into the Maw 107

28 - To the Other Side 111

29 - A Farewell 115

30 - We Love You 119

31 - The Man by the Sea 123

32 - The Road South 127

33 - The Ruins 131

34 - To Build a Boat 135

35 - Where the Ocean Begins 139

We created The Begin Companion to help readers dig deeper into the story of 

Begin. Our hope is that it will create an even richer reading experience for you. 

A downloadable answer key is available at: 

www.thegrowlybooks.com/begin-key

Have fun!

Phil & Erin







1

 arl  r in

1

“They stood in a little meadow surrounded by hills on three 

sides, with a view far off in the distance of The Precipice and 

the thick, misty clouds that lay like a carpet as far as you 

could see beyond its edge.”

- Begin, page 2

1. What time of day is it when Growly is walking on the path? With 

whom is he walking?

2. Why do you think they are all whispering to each other?
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3. Describe the meadow and what is built there.

4. Why is this a “big day” for Growly?

5. What special present do Growly’s parents give him?

Look these words up in a dictionary and write the definitions.

treacherous ____________________________________________________

precipice______________________________________________________ 

cascade  ______________________________________________________

 

jagged  ______________________________________________________

  

horizon  ______________________________________________________
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In the prologue, we are introduced to a little bird who is on a mission. 

Write down your ideas of what his mission might be, or draw a picture of 

what you think he might look like.

An Early Morning
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Farren - Growly's father

Edolie - Growly's mother

The Precipice - a massive cliff at the edge of the bears' homeland


